THE     VOUNG     DIPLOMAT             33
able-bodied men in Bethlehem were carried off to serve
in the galleys. De Lesseps intervened on their behalf;
but he was only able to obtain the liberty of five con-
scripts a week. The families of the impressed men
besieged him with their plaints, and at last he was
driven to make a final appeal to the Viceroy. He
turned up with his clothes in tatters, and explained to
the amazed Pasha that he was in this unfortunate
state owing to the clutching hands of his petitioners.
" It is all your fault," he told Mohammed Ali ruefully,
" and I am never likely to see the end of my misfortunes
if you insist on releasing only five prisoners a week."
The Viceroy roared with laughter, and immediately
gave orders that the rest should be freed.
De Lesseps remained in Egypt until 1838, when he
was appointed Consul at Rotterdam, and transferred
in the following year to Malaga. He was now a
married man. While on leave in 1835 he had met at
his mother's home a charming and vivacious young
lady, the daughter of the Government prosecuting
attorney at the court of Angers. Mile. Agathe
Delamalle was twelve years his junior, hardly more
than a girl, with dark hair and bright blue eyes.
Ferdinand was greatly attracted by her, and they
became engaged. But it was two years before marriage
was possible, as he had to return to Alexandria, and
he did not again get leave until the autumn of 1837.
The wedding* took place on the aist December, and
De Lesseps found that he had won not only the love
of a woman who was as sensible as she was good-
looking, but also the sincere friendship of a mother-in-
law who was devoted to him, and who later was to be